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Preventing dangerous climate change
NGO perspective on the post-2012 challenge

Matthias Duwe

Climate Action Network Europe

http://www.climnet.org
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Over 100 members in the EU and beyond

 

 

Who we are
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NGO perspective

Who we are

• Climate Action Network (CAN) is an international coalition of

over 400 NGOs united by the common goal to stop

dangerous, human-induced climate change

• CAN-Europe represents more than 100 member

organisations in the EU25 and beyond

• CAN-Europe and its members have been following the

formulation and implementation of EU climate change

policies and act as observers at the UN negotiations

• The Brussels office aims to act as a bridge between the

national groups and the European institutions.
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Climate change is already here

Source: UNEP Vital Climate Graphics http://www.grida.no/climate/vital/
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Impact is showing in the Arctic
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Temperature to keep rising

Source: IPCC TAR (2001), WG1, Figure 9.14
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Reasons for Concern (IPCC TAR WGII)
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Amazon impacts of 2C

2oC

range

Cox, P.M, Betts, R.A et al (2003)  “Amazon Dieback under

climate-carbon cycle projections for the 21st century”

submitted to Theoretical and Applied Climatology.

Hadley Center projections
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Impacts grow exponentially
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Temperature increase stronger over land



Slovenian Presidency NGO seminar, Ljubljana June 2007 11

1976–1999:

• Number of cold and frost days decreased

• Number of summer days increased

It is already happening

Summer days (Tmax >= 25 °C)
Changes in 1976–1999

Data-sources: ECA, IPCC, ACACIA, …
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Projections for summer precipitation         

(Source: IPCC, 2001b; Parry et al. 2000)
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If we don’t do anything…

Source: IPCC SRES (2000), Figure 2-1c

Global energy-related and industrial CO2 emissions

Non-intervention scenarios
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Where do we need to go?

• Global emissions to peak by 2015, -50% from 1990
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Where do we need to go?

Delaying action even by a decade will make meeting the

challenge ever more difficult
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Where do we need to go?

• International agreement needed to meet the challenge

• Kyoto Protocol the right framework:

Absolute caps for most responsible emitters

Flexible mechanisms to lower reduction cost

Funding mechanisms for coping with unavoidable impacts

MRV and Compliance system

Photo courtesy of

IISD/ENB - Leila Mead
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Post-2012 elements

Main elements to consider

•Substance

•Process and timing

•Political feasibility

Kyoto Protocol commitments start from 2008 (Slovenian

Presidency), but ends in 2012. Need a follow-up
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Post-2012 substance

• Who will do what?

Differentiation of

commitments

• Deeper cuts for Annex-1

• Type of action: new means

of participation for Non-

Annex I

• New and bigger

mechanisms for  leveraging

necessary investments

• More resources for

adaptation
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International response
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UN climate talks: moving forward

Kyoto Protocol entered into force February 2005

Montreal 2005

! Agreed process to talk about the future = “post-2012”

! New targets, lessons learned, wider dialogue

Nairobi 2006

! Recognition that global reductions are necessary

! Review process agreed + additional sessions

Indonesia 2007

! needs to move toward start of negotiations -  a “mandate”

Warsaw 2008, Copenhagen 2009,…
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2007 - 2009 timeline - not yet agreed
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2007 - 2009 timeline - not yet agreed
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Post 2012: process timing

Disclaimer: just an example, not the official CAN version

AWG6  AWG7  AWG8  AWG9

Overall mandate?

Overall mandate?

SB28                 COP-14

Poland COP/MOP4

2008

Overall mandate?Main processArt. 9

Work

program

AWG10  AWG11  AWG12

Overall mandate?

AWG3  AWG4 AWG5

Analytical phase

AWG2

Work

program

Dialogue3  Dialogue4Dialogue 2

SB30                 COP-15

 Copenhagen COP/MOP5

SB26            COP-13

Bali COP/MOP3

COP-12

COP/MOP2

200920072006



Slovenian Presidency NGO seminar, Ljubljana June 2007 24

How do we get there?

A truism, maybe, but...

There is a MAP, we need “a plan”!
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Pink elephant...
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New momentum
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Climate diplomacy

Task: forming a Green Coalition

• Critical mass of countries is needed to steer the negotiations into

the right direction

• Champions are needed in many regions of the world (EU is one)

• High-level political involvement required

• Integration of climate into other external policies necessary

• Trust-building inside and outside the process necessary
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Climate diplomacy
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Role of the EU
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EU: set of policies to meet Kyoto

List of policies    start dates

• Car emission standards agreement 1998

• Renewable energy support mechanisms 2003

• Cap-and-trade system (EU ETS) 2005

• Energy performance of buildings 2006

• CHP generation support 2007

• Energy standards for appliances 2007

Progress on emission reductions slow

>100 MT external credits foreseen
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EU: future climate policy

Trio of post-2012 targets adopted

• Greenhouse gases

• 20% reductions from 1990 by 2020 

“no matter what happens at the UN level”

• 30% reductions from 1990 by 2020 

IF developed countries make comparable

efforts, and major developing country emitters

take more action

• Binding target of RES 20% share by 2020

• Energy efficiency improved 20% by 2020

Commission President Barosso

is seeing the light…
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EU: future climate policy

EU challenges for the next years

• Sharing the targets... (could be quite a mud fight)

• Achieving targets and showing real action through policy

implementation: RES; EE; ETS, Transport

• Overall policy coherence:

Integration and linkages

for overall sustainable policy

• External policies must be 

made to fit with climate and 

energy goals
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DC Diplomacy

The EU must use its

third country

relationships to

promote developing

country participation in

post-2012
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EU: future climate policy

Slovenian Presidency: an opportunity

• The first new MS Presidency is something special

• Climate and energy agenda is moving to the next phase

• Many new items coming: Renewables, Emissions Trading,...

• Real progress needs ambition

• “Too small” or “neutral” don’t count

A strong Slovenian Presidency 

could become an EU hero story!
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The Climate Action Network
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CAN Post-2012 work

CAN works on all political levels and in many

different areas on post-2012 issues and processes

• Political advocacy work in respective regions

• Substance: analysis of architectural issues, content of

future agreement, make proposals to governments

• International process: contact with governments and other

actors, pressure through media and other actions

• Observer to UN negotiations: watchdogs and expert input

• Observer to other international processes: CSD, G8, etc.
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CAN Post-2012 work
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CAN works at the UN negotiations

NGOs monitor negotiations, give

advice to governments and talk to

the press
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Role of NGOs

• LEFT: CAN names and

shames countries that

advocate harmful proposals

in the negotiations through a

daily “Fossil of the Day”

Award

• RIGHT: CAN produces a

daily conference newsletter,

called ECO. It is widely read

among delegates and press

(see pictures to the right)

Pictures courtesy of

IISD/ENB - Leila Mead



Slovenian Presidency NGO seminar, Ljubljana June 2007 40

CAN works at the UN negotiations

Events outside the conference

venues include demonstrations or

other public displays to remind

delegates to save the climate
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CAN activities at negotiations
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Science of climate change


